ESTIMATED ACRES IRRIGATED IN NEBRASKA

Year


Surface Water

Groundwater


Total

1860



9.000



---


9,000

1890


          12,000



---

          12,000

1900


        150,000



1,000

        150,000

1920


        450,000



1,000

        450,000

1940


        500,000


          40,000

        540,000

1950


        600,000


        470,000

     1,070,000

1960


        850,000


     1,650,000

     2,500,000

1970


     1,000,000


     3,000,000

     4,000,000

1980


     1,000,000


     6,200,000

     7,200,000

1990

 
     1,000,000


     7,000,000

     8,000,000

2000









     8,150,000

· The totals represent acres that have wells or surface-water rights that could be irrigated if conditions warrant.  Some duplication after 1940 occurs because many acres served by surface water also receive well water.

Modified From: “Water Availability and Use” by Vincent H. Dreeszen in “Flat Water: A History of Nebraska and its Water”, Resource Report No. 12, Conservation and Survey Division, University of Nebraska, March 1993.  Material found on page 84.  Only modification is addition of 2000 irrigated acreage total from Nebraska Agricultural Statistics.

