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Agenda

· Welcome and Introductions

· Presentation and Discussion: Overview of the geography, geology, and hydrology of surface and groundwater in Nebraska (Ann Bleed and Jim Goeke)

· Presentation and discussion: Historical perspectives on how Nebraska laws evolved, interstate compacts and surface water law (Dave Cookson)

· Lunch

· Presentation and Discussion: Groundwater Management Protection Act and LB 108 (Dave Cookson)

· Presentation and Discussion of the EC work on Issues and Interests and Water Policy Goals 

· Task Force Representation Issues

· Description of Work Plan and Scheduling

· Public Comment

Purpose 

The Task Force meeting of September 17th was designed to provide a broad base of information to TF members regarding the technical and legal aspects related to the TF mandate, update TF members on the work of the EC and the Water Policy Goals document, outline a draft timeline for the TF and to address TF representation issues. 

Overview of the geography, geology and hydrology of surface and groundwater in Nebraska

Ann Bleed (DNR) and Jim Goeke  (University of Nebraska) presented on the geography, geology and hydrology in Nebraska. The Task Force was encouraged to connect the information presented to the five point mandate given to the TF and to use the information to begin the evaluation of LB108 (See Ann Bleed’s PowerPoint presentation on the Water Policy Task Force website; much of Jim Goeke’s presentation is from the Ground Water Atlas and the Winters publication that TF members possess). 

Overview of Nebraska Water Law 

Dave Cookson presented on Nebraska water law in two sections. The first half of the presentation was focused on how Nebraska water laws evolved, interstate compacts, and surface water law, while the second half was focused on the Ground Water Management Protection Act and LB 108. TF members asked questions of clarification throughout the presentation .

Presentation and Discussion of the EC work on Issues and Interests and Water Policy Goals

Executive Committee members presented the progress of the EC and described the process of how the Issues and Interests discussion were used in the creation of the Water Policy Goals document. The EC members reviewed and described the Water Policy Goals document for the Task Force. A number of questions of clarification and requests for alteration of the document were made by the TF during the discussion. After clarifying and altering the Water Policy Goals document, the TF agreed that the document should be used as a reference while addressing the Task Force mandate. (See Water Policy Goals document on the Task Force website)

Task Force Representation Issues

Additional Membership to the Task Force

Senator Schrock presented the EC recommendation to not to include a representative from the Upper Loup on the Task Force.  After an appeal from an Upper Loup NRD representative and discussion by Task Force members, a consensus decision was achieved. It was noted that through active participation in the EC and TF meetings anyone could be a functional TF member in terms of bringing interests and concerns. The practical difference, in a consensus building process between TF representatives and non-representatives, is that only TF members can block a consensus decision. The recommendation from the TF was to not include additional representatives on the Task Force. The Task Force reiterated the need to provide opportunities for all stakeholders to keep up-to-date on the work of the EC and TF through the web-site and other means and to encourage all stakeholders to attend and participate in both EC and TF meetings. 

Broader Involvement in Executive Committee Sessions

In order to meet the requirements of the open-meeting law and to simplify the issue of how many TF members can attend EC meetings, the ‘Broader Involvement in Executive Committee Sessions’ section in the Task Force Charter will be amended. 

The key section will now read, “ Because no more than 24 members of the Task Force can attend an Executive Committee meeting unless the meeting is advertised according to the open meetings law, all Executive Meetings will be advertised to meet the requirements of the open meetings law.” 

Although EC meetings will be advertised in the same way as the TF meetings, to meet the open meetings law, every effort will be used to differentiate between an EC or TF meeting. 

Work Plan and Scheduling 

A work plan was distributed to TF representatives to give a tentative schedule for the overall work of the Task Force. TF members suggested changes and edits to the work plan, which will be incorporated in the revised ‘Draft Task Force Schedule’ (see Draft Task Force Schedule).

Next Task Force Meeting

The next Task Force meeting will be held in Kearney on November 18 and 19, 2002. The TF  will meet from 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. on November 18th and from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on November 19th.  The Executive Committee will develop an agenda for the TF meeting in October. The specific location for the meeting will be announced at a later date.  

Advice to the EC from the Task Force 

The Task Force was asked to give advice to the work of the EC. The primary advice from the TF to the EC was to focus on LB 108 and follow the order of the TF mandate, which begins with an examination of LB 108. 

Public Comments

A concern was expressed that the Water Policy Goals do not include how individuals can be heard when there is a conflict. The recommendation was to include in the Water Policy Goals document how to make any dispute process accessible to the ‘little guy’. 

Feedback on the Process

· Less flies - “there are more flies at this meeting than there are in my feedlot.” 

· More space in the room – “it was tight”

· I learned a lot today. How do we get public comments to the Executive Committee and the Task Force? Written questions, comments are acceptable to bring to the EC and TF. 

